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Abstract 

The study investigated the challenges of girl-child education in respect of 
human development in Imo State. Three research questions and two hypotheses 
guided the study. The descriptive survey design was adopted. The population of 
the study which was stratified into two consists of teachers and parents. In all, 
120 teachers and 80 parents were randomly sampled and these constituted the 
respondents of the study. A questionnaire titled Girl-Child Education and the 
Challenges of Human Development Scale (GCECHDS), structured by the 
researchers and validated by experts in Educational Management with a 
reliability index of 0.86 was used for data generation. Both descriptive and 
inferential statistical techniques were used. Percentage, Mean and Standard 
deviation were used to answer the research questions, while z-test was used to 
test the hypotheses. The findings revealed among others that the level of access 
to basic education to the girl-child is low. The study recommended among 
others that the Government should adopt Affirmative Action in favour of the 
girl-child with respect to access to basic education 
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The invaluable contribution of education to the integral development of the 
human person, and subsequently, the socio-economic development of a society is not in 
contest. Hence, the global campaign for education for all, irrespective of one’s sex, race, 
language or religion. The United Nations’ General Assembly, in her convention on the 
rights of the child (Art. XI:1-3) stated inter alia, that every child shall have the right to 
education. The education shall be directed to the promotion and development of the 
child’s personality, talents and mental and physical abilities to their fullest potential. 
Special measures should be taken in respect of female, gifted and disadvantaged 
children to ensure equal access to education (Olakanmi, 2007). 

Sequel to this, the United Nations Millennium Declaration which was signed in 
September 2000 established eight strategic goals that all the 191 UN member states 
agreed to achieve by 2015. One of the goals is to promote gender equality and the 
empowerment of women. It insisted that gender disparity in primary and secondary 
education be eliminated preferably by 2005 and that all levels of education by not later 
than 2015 (WHO, 2012). Education for All (EFA) goal 5 maintained that this is focused 
on ensuring girls’ full and equal access to and achievement in basic education of good 
quality (UNESCO, 2011).  

The socio-economic prosperity of a nation greatly depends on the quality of her 
human capital stock. Education is the most veritable instrument that promotes the 
quality of this human capital stock. The human resources put into effective use all the 
other material resources of a nation in order to ensure sustainable socio-economic 
development. Pscharopoulous and Woodhall (1997:102) posited that: human resources 
constituted the ultimate basis of wealth of nations. Capital and natural resources are 
passive factors of production; human beings are the active agencies who accumulate 
capital, exploit natural resources, build social, economic and political organizations and 
carry out national development. 

The project “Education for All” (EFA) irrespective of one’s sex is therefore a 
global strategy not only to improve the development of the human capital stock, but also 
their productive capacity. It is all about human development, which according to Igun 
(2004), entails the expansion in the range of economic and social choices to individuals 
and groups evidenced by increased freedom from servitude, and dependence on other 
people and nation; and freedom from forces of ignorance and human misery. Human 
development entails the enhancement of human capabilities and health so that people 
can participate fully in life. The exclusion of girls or poor access to at least basic 
education not only violates their fundamental right, but also condemns them to remain at 
the base of the rung of socio-economic ladder. Evidence shows a strong correlation 
between educating women and girls, and an increase in women’s earnings, improved 
child and family health and nutrition, an increase in school enrolment, protection against 
HIV infection, higher maternal and child life expectancy, reduced fertility rates and 
delayed marriage (UNESCO, 2010).  Girl-child education therefore, exerts a lot of 
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positive effects on the socio-economic life of the individual and by extension, the larger 
society. 
 
Statement of the Problem 

The United Nations (UN) General Assembly on November 20, 1989 adopted the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) but it came into force on September 2, 
1990. The UNCRC recognizes the right of every child to a standard of living adequate 
for the child’s physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development. In pursuant to 
the above, the UNCRC acknowledged the right of the child to education. Consequently, 
it insists that primary education should be made compulsory and available, free to all 
and this right shall be progressively achieved on the basis of equal opportunity.  Nigeria 
was a signatory to this convention. However, twenty two years after the ratification, 
many Nigerian children do not have access to education. The worst hit is the girl-child, 
whose right to education is denied on the basis of gender. Of the 759 million adults who 
cannot read or write, about two-thirds are women (UNESCO, 2010). Even though the 
global expansion of primary education has brought greater gender parity, too many girls 
and women still remain excluded from learning. Twenty eight countries had not 
achieved gender parity in 2010 (UNESCO, 2011). In Nigeria, girls account for 56% of 
children that are out of school. Compared to girls, boys have a higher likelihood of 
school attendance with a marginal effect of 12.0 percentage points. Girls are clearly at a 
disadvantage when it comes to primary school attendance (UNESCO Institute for 
Statistics, 2005). In the face of this dangerous trend, the researchers are bothered by the 
challenges of human development in the depressed socio-economic environment of 
Nigeria. 
 
Purpose of the Study 
On the strength of the above stated problem, this study set out to determine the 
following: 
• The level of access to basic education to the girl-child in Imo State 
• The reasons for girl-child labour in Imo State 
• The obstacles to girl-child education in Imo State 
 
Research Questions 
The following research questions guided this study 
• What is the level of access to basic education by the girl-child? 
• What are the reasons for girl-child labour in Imo State? 
• What are the impediments to girl-child education in Imo State? 
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Hypotheses 
The following hypotheses were treated for this study 
• There is no significant difference between the mean responses of teachers and 
parents with respect to the reasons for girl-child labour in Imo State. 
• There is no significant difference between the mean responses of teachers and 
parents with respect to the impediments to girl-child education in Imo State. 
 
Literature Review 

The imperative role which education plays in human development is no longer 
in doubt today. Evidently, education enhances both individual and collective capabilities 
and brings the society to a higher level of awareness in respect of its opportunities and 
possibilities. In assessing the all important role of education in development, various 
approaches have been adopted, some of which include; the human capital, right based, 
basic needs and capability approaches. Relating this whole argument to the role of 
education, Sen as cited in Nwokoro (2011), points out the double role it plays in human 
development. The direct role by which it enlightens and opens people’s minds and 
senses for deeper appreciation of the realities around them, and the indirect role which is 
reflected in increased economic production and social change. Every child needs to be 
educated for his/her development. Child labour has been one of the biggest obstacles to 
this development. This is because it deprives them of opportunities for schooling and 
development. These children do not have the basic rights like access to school or health 
care. Access to education is a human right, and an important foundation for an 
individual’s future prosperity and welfare. Yet in much of the world boys and girls 
continue to be treated differently in terms of access to education. 

There have been attempts by researchers to determine the level of access to 
basic education to the girl-child. UNICEF and UNESCO Institute for Statistics (2012) 
ascertained that boys and girls do not fare equally in terms of school attendance in 
Nigeria. At the primary and junior secondary levels there are significant differences in 
gross and net (for primary) enrolment rates favouring boys, and in some years the gaps 
are upwards of 20 per cent. UNICEF (2012) indicated that educationally, the gender gap 
between girls and boys remains wide as the proportion of girls to boys in school ranges 
from 1 girl to 2 boys to 1 to 3 in most states. No wonder, Bakari (2013) posited that 
gender disparities in educational participation have been found to exist at all levels of 
formal education nationally, with fewer girls than boys, on average, participating in and 
completing their basic education and continuing into post-basic and tertiary education. 
Obanya, (2003) averred that girls' education in Africa can at best be described as 
dwindling because it is less than equal to that of their male counterparts. Akinbi and 
Akinbi (2015) affirmed that the low enrolment of girls in formal education is a pointer to 
the fact that majority of Nigerian women live in a state of extreme deprivation in spite of 
their important position in national development.   
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With regard to the reasons for girl-child labour, Munubi (2013) found out that 
the major cause of child labor is low income of the parents and the people who care for 
these children. Other reasons included family size, and a lack of recognition of the 
importance of education. Nwokoro (2011) found out that the popular among the reasons 
for girl-child labour include; poverty, illiteracy, unemployment, culture, large household 
sizes, broken marriages and early loss of parents, ineffective laws and policies gravitated 
by lack of will to enforce them, corruption and lack of appropriate social safety nets etc. 
The scholar further stated that the phenomenon under consideration has been associated 
with a number of remote and immediate causes by different researchers. The girl child 
laborer is particularly alarming due to gender discrimination in large part of the society 
(Swarnalatha & Anuradha, 2016).    

On the obstacles to girl-child education, Humphreys and Lee (2014) found out 
that obstacles to girl-child education are connected to poverty, in the form of home 
chores and the need to earn money, especially through hawking. Other issues include: 
parental/community attitudes; sibling care; early marriage/pregnancy; hunger/ill health; 
distance to school and concerns about safety; corporal punishment; gender violence 
including bullying and ‘teasing’ in school; and a lack of water and clean sanitation that 
assures privacy. Mukhtar as cited in Tyoakaa, Amaka, and Nor (2014), identified 
religious misinterpretation, cultural practice, poverty, early marriage, illiteracy, 
inadequate school infrastructure as some of the factors militating against girl-child 
education. Also, a research conducted by the UNICEF (2012) has found out that a 
number of factors have contributed to girls’ missing out on basic education which 
includes lack of basic sanitation in schools, pressure for early marriage, poverty, 
vulnerability to sexual assault in schools by teachers and fellow students. Humphreys 
and Lee (2014) submitted that barriers to girls’ sustained and meaningful participation in 
formal education are multiple and interrelated, and are a combination of ‘out-of-school’ 
factors that pull girls out of school and ‘in-school’ factors that push girls out of school. 
 
Methodology 

The descriptive survey was adopted in this study. The population of the study, 
which was stratified into two, consists of teachers and parents. Out of 552 population, 
200 sample size consisting of 120 teachers and 80 parents were randomly sampled and 
these constituted the respondents of the study. The instrument for data generation is 
questionnaire titled Girl-Child Education and the Challenges of Human Development 
Scale (GCECHDS) which was structured by the researchers and validated by experts in 
Educational Management with a reliability index of 0.86 ascertained with the Cronbach 
alpha reliability technique. Both descriptive and inferential statistical techniques were 
used. Percentage, Mean and Standard deviation were used to answer the research 
questions, while z-test was used to test the hypotheses. For the research questions, 2.50 
is fixed as the criterion mean. Those with 2.50 and above mean value were accepted 
while those with 2.49 and below were rejected.   
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Results and Analysis 
Research Question One: What is the level of access to basic education by the girl-
child? 
Table 1: The Level of Access to Basic Education in Imo State (Six years summary) 
 
Year              Total enrolment            Male            %              Female              % 
2011                     23, 100                15, 412        66.7            7, 688             33.4 
2012                     23, 201                15, 461        66.6            7, 740             33.3   
2013                     23, 400                15, 511        66.3            7, 889             33.4 
2014                     23, 482                15, 561        66.3            7,921              33.7 
2015                     24, 113                18, 109        75.1            6, 109             24.9 
2016                     25, 187                15, 622        60.0            9, 565             40.0 
Source: Imo State Universal Basic Education Board 
 
Table 1 above shows the level of access to basic education for six years in Imo State. 
The data show that the percentage of girls to boys for each year average maximally 40%. 
It was in 2016 when girls accounted for 9,565 out of a total enrollment of 25,187 which 
represented 40%. This means that on average, about 65% of students are boys while 
35% are girls. This indicates that the level of access to basic education by the girl-child 
is low. 
 
Research Question Two: What are the reasons for girl-child labour in Imo State? 
Table 2: Mean Ratings of the Respondents on the Reasons for Girl-child Labour in 
Imo State 

 
S/N 

 
Items  

Total 
weight 

 
   X 

 
    SD 

 Rank   
Order 

 
Remarks 

1 Breakdown of marriage  560 2.80 0.95 5th Agreed  

2 Death of one or both parent 601 3.01 0.79 3rd Agreed 
3 Large household 590 2.95 0.81 4th Agreed 
4 Religion of the people 500 2.50 0.8 7th Agreed 
5 Culture of the people 534 2.67 0.89 6th Agreed 
6 Parents’ poor education 

background 
770 3.85 0.37 2nd Agreed 

7 Poor economic condition of 
the family 

782 3.91 0.79 1st Agreed 

N = 200 
 
Table 2 above shows the calculated mean scores of all the items, which in a ranking 
order are 3.91, 3.85, 3.01, 2.95, 2.80, 2.67 and 2.50. The analysis shows that all the 
identified reasons for girl-child labour are above the criterion mean of 2.50.  
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Research Question Three: What are the impediments to girl-child education in Imo 
State? 
Table 3: Mean Ratings of the Responses on the Impediments to Girl-child 
Education in Imo State 

 
S/N 

 
Items  

Total 
weight 

 
   X 

 
    
SD 

Rank  
order 

 
Remarks 

8 Low value to girl-child education 
by the family 

665 3.33 0.83 1st Agreed  

9 Parents fear for the safety of the 
girl-child in the school 

512 2.56 0.91 7th Agreed 

10 Domestic chores engagement 606 3.03 0.84 2nd Agreed 
11 Financial constraints of families 566 2.83 0.93 3rd Agreed 
12 Cultural practices and social norms 

of the people 
504 2.52 1.00 9th Agreed 

13 Early and sometimes forced 
marriage 

500 2.50 0.8 10th Agreed 

14 Lack of sanitation facilities 531 2.66 1.03 6th Agreed 
15 Learner unfriendly school 

environment 
561 2.81 1.05 4th Agreed 

16 School based violence such as 
sexual assault, bullying etc. 

557 2.79 1.19 5th Agreed 

17 Weak or non-existent social 
protection of girl-child 

508 2.54 0.93 8th Agreed 

N = 200 
 
Table 3 above presents the calculated mean scores, which in a ranking order are as 
follows 3.33, 3.03, 2.83, 2.81, 2.79, 2.66, 2.56, 2.54, 2.52, and 2.50. The analysis shows 
that all the identified impediments to girl-child education are above the criterion mean of 
2.50.  
 
Hypothesis One: There is no significant difference between the mean responses of 
teachers and parents with respect to the reasons for girl-child labour in Imo State. 
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Table 4: z-test of Difference on the Responses of Teachers and Parents with 
Respect to the Reasons for Girl-child Labour in Imo State 

 
S/N 

 
Respondents 

 
 N 

 
   X 

 
   SD 

 
    df        z-cal      z-crit      
Decision 

1 Teachers 120 2.92 0.67    198       2.73       1.96        
Rejected  2  Parents 80 3.27 0.87 

 
Table 4 above shows that the calculated z-value of 2.73 is greater than the critical z-
value of 1.96 at 0.05 level of significance. The null hypothesis is rejected. Therefore, 
there is a significant difference between the mean responses of teachers and parents with 
respect to the reasons for girl-child labour in Imo State. 
 
Hypothesis Two: There is no significant difference between the mean responses of 
teachers and parents with respect to the impediments to girl-child education in Imo 
State. 
 
Table 5: z-test of Difference on Responses of the Teachers and Parents with 
Respect to the Impediments to Girl-child Education in Imo State 
 
S/N 

 
Respondents 

 
 N 

 
   X 

 
   SD 

 
 df          z-cal        z-crit     
Decision 

1 Teachers 120 2.80 0.99 198         0.64         1.96      
Accepted 2 Parents 80 2.71 0.89 

 
Table 5 above reveals that the calculated z-value of 0.64 is less than the critical z-value 
of 1.96 at 0.05 level of significance. The null hypothesis is accepted. Therefore, there is 
no significant difference between the mean responses of teachers and parents with 
respect to the impediments to girl-child education in Imo State. 
 
Discussions of Findings 

The findings of the study revealed that the level of access to basic education by 
girl-child is low. The study corroborated the findings of UNICEF and UNESCO 
Institute for Statistics (2012) that boys and girls do not fare equally in terms of school 
attendance in Nigeria. No wonder, Bakari (2013) posited that gender disparities in 
educational participation have been found to exist at all levels of formal education 
nationally, with fewer girls than boys. He further observed that participation, completion 
and progression rates are higher with boys than girls. This agreed with the remarks of 
Akinbi and Akinbi (2015), that the low enrolment of girls in formal education is a 
pointer to the fact that majority of Nigerian women live in a state of extreme deprivation 
in spite of their important position in national development.   
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The study also revealed that poor economic condition of the family, parents’ 
poor education background, death of one or both parents, large household, breakdown of 
marriage, the culture and religion of the people are the reasons for girl-child labour in 
Imo State. These findings are in tandem with those of Munubi (2013) and Nwokoro 
(2011) who found out that low income of the parents, family size, and a lack of 
recognition of the importance of education, poverty, illiteracy, unemployment, culture, 
large household sizes, broken marriages and early loss of parents, ineffective laws and 
policies gravitated by lack of will to enforce them, corruption and lack of appropriate 
social safety nets are some of the reasons for girl-child labour. The above findings are in 
consonance with Nwokoro (2011), who posited that the phenomenon under 
consideration has been associated with a number of remote and immediate causes as 
found out by different researches. 

Again the study revealed that low value to girl-child education by the family, 
domestic chores engagement, financial constraints of families, learner unfriendly school 
environments, school based violence such as sexual assault, bullying etc, lack of 
sanitation facilities, parents fear for the safety of the girl-child in the school, weak or 
non-existent social protection of the girl-child, cultural practices and social norms of the 
people, early and sometimes forced marriages are the impediments to girl-child 
education in Imo State. This agreed with the findings of Humphreys and Lee (2014) and 
UNICEF (2012) on the obstacles to girl-child education which included poverty, in the 
form of home chores and the need to earn money, parental/community attitudes; sibling 
care; early marriage/pregnancy; hunger/ill health; distance to school and concerns about 
safety; corporal punishment; gender violence including bullying and ‘teasing’ in school; 
and a lack of water and clean sanitation that assures privacy, lack of basic sanitation in 
schools, pressure for early marriage, poverty, vulnerability to sexual assault in schools 
by teachers and fellow students. The scholars found out that barriers to girls’ sustained 
and meaningful participation in formal education are multiple and interrelated, and are a 
combination of ‘out-of-school’ factors that pull girls out of school and ‘in-school’ 
factors that push girls out of school. 
 
Conclusion 
Based on the findings of this study, the following conclusions were made: 
• access to basic education by the girl-child is low in Imo State, that boys fair 
better in terms of access to basic education.  
• poverty of the family, parents’ poor education background, death of one or both 
parents, poor economic condition of the family, breakdown of marriage, the culture and 
religion of the people are the reasons for girl-child labour. 
• low value to girl-child education by the family, domestic chores engagement, 
financial constraints of families, learner unfriendly school environments, school based 
violence such as sexual assault, bullying etc, lack of sanitation facilities, parents fear for 
the safety of the girl-child in the school, weak or non-existent social protection of the 
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girl-child, cultural practices and social norms of the people, early and sometimes forced 
marriages are the impediments to the girl-child education in Imo State.  
 
Recommendations  
Based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations were made: 
1. There should be specific policy provisions on Affirmative Action with respect to the 

education of girl-child. 
2. The government and her agencies should see to the strict enforcement of the existing 

laws that make it an offense for any individual or group of individuals that directly 
or indirectly deny a girl-child access to basic education  

3. School administrators and teachers should be compelled to ensure that school 
environments are very friendly to the girl-child 

4. Relevant authorities should ensure the provision of necessary facilities that take care 
of the peculiar circumstances of the girl-child 
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